The following is a template has been prepared as a letter of support for patients and patient organizations to advocate for regulation of genetic counsellors in Canada.  Please contact your respective provincial genetic counsellor organization for more information on current advocacy efforts and how to submit.  This template was prepared by a subcommittee of the Canadian Association of Genetic Counsellors-Canadian Board of Genetic Counselling National-Provincial-Territorial Working Group.	Comment by Jessica Hartley: Link to GC regulation page
PATIENT AND PATIENT ORGANIZATION TEMPLATE
[Date]
Dear []:
I am writing to support Canadian genetic counsellors in their efforts to become a regulated health profession. I urge the ministry of health to work with the [PROVINCE] genetic counselling organization to actively work towards the regulation of genetic counsellors.  This is an imperative and essential step to ensure efficiency and safety for Canadians requiring genetic services. 
I am writing to you as a person whose life has been touched by a genetic condition. [Insert a sentence or two about your experience with a genetic condition] [Insert a sentence or two about your experience with a genetic counsellor].
As described in National Position Statement on the Regulation of Genetic Counsellors in Canada (Vanneste et al., 2026), genetic counsellors are highly trained healthcare professionals that play a vital role in the field of medical genetics and care of patients but currently are not subject to oversight by a professional regulatory body.  While they are well situated and organized as a profession,  GCs need to join a college or professional order to ensure their critical role remains a resource to the patients they serve. 
Knowing the work that genetic counsellors perform - genetic risk assessment, communicating health information and identifying other at-risk family members - they must provide clear and accurate information to make sure patients are well informed as they make life-altering decisions. Without regulation, there is a risk that patients could receive information from unqualified individuals, which could result in irreparable harm. Regulation of genetic counsellors will ensure that the public can be confident that their genetic counsellor has the needed skills to provide high quality and safe care.
Without regulation, there is significant risk for patient harm as genetics becomes increasingly integrated into all aspects of healthcare. This is a vital action required for the well-being of this growing field of genomic medicine and the patients it serves. 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or would like to discuss further.
Yours sincerely,
 
[Patient Name]
[Organization - if applicable] 
